
Eastern Rhode Island Conservation District

2490 Main Road - Tiverton, RI  02878 - Phone (401) 624 -7490 

February 9, 2010 Minutes

Chairman Emerson Wildes called the meeting to order at 7:22

Present were: Emerson Wildes, Walter Elwell, Richard Hart, Ron

Mucci, Directors; Skip Paul, Associate Director; Linda Wildes, ERICD

staff; Ramona LeBlanc, SCC administrator.  No NRCS representative

was present.

I.	I.   Minutes

A motion was made to accept the minutes as printed: Walter/Dick,

unanimous.

 II.  Reports

A.	Treasurer's: A motion was made to accept the Treasurer's report:

Walter/Ron, unanimous.

B.	B.    Chair:

Emerson reported that USDA/NRCS has hired a new staff member



who will be assigned as District Conservationist to the ERICD. 

III. Old Business:

A.	A.  State Conservation Committee Meeting Results

1) The reorganization policy, as presented in the December 17th

memo, was accepted by the SCC on January 22, 2010. An evaluation

of the transition will be made in four months.

2) The SCC must submit a list of names to the Governor's office for

appointment to the SCC. A motion was made to request that the SCC

submit Emerson's name, as a representative of ERICD, for approval

by the Governor: Dick: Walter, unanimous.

3) An ag tech position is being created by the SCC and applications

are being reviewed. The Board will pursue additional applicants from

eastern RI. Ron is serving on the interview committee and will review

resumes with Emerson and Dick.

4) Four workshops (1 in each District and 1 at NRCS) will be

conducted with remaining CIG funds. After the expenses are paid, the

net will be split evenly between the 3 Districts.

A motion was made to hold a workshop at ERICD's office on

3/31/2010: Walter/Dick, unanimous.



5) SWEC will hold a symposium on renewable energy on 2/18/10. 

6) NRCS would like to update District information and may need CD

assistance. A motion was made to get details and forward to

directors: Walter/Ron, unanimous.

7) URI has funding available to assist with transition to organic

farming methods.

8) RC & D's Bay Plan: Is there a role for ERICD to advice on

aquaculture? Emerson is not sure of details of plan. A motion was

made to contact RC & D to get report and get that information to

directors within two weeks of meeting date: Walter/Dick, unanimous.

B.	B.   Elections

C.	

A review of the Districts' enabling legislation revealed that the

election of the Chair can be held at any time and that there is no set

term. Emerson would like to hold an election at the next meeting

where all directors are present. Dick made that motion, Walter

seconded, unanimous.

D.	C.   A list of applicants for NRCS's hoop house grants was send to

the District by Kate Giorgi, as requested.

D)  Other



1.	 RIACD

           a. The Agricultural Partnership (van Bueren grant) will be

awarding grants soon. Dick Went suggested that      this is an

opportunity to submit a grant request for items such as a farm

equipment bank. A database of farmers and available equipment

could be established. The Board discussed sending a letter to

farmers that includes a survey of what equipment would be helpful to

have this kind of access to as well as a sign up sheet.

 b. A suggestion was made that each District have a page on the

RIACD website. Someone would have to keep it updated.

IV. New Business

A.	A.   Changes Due to Reorganization

1) A motion was made to establish on-line banking: Walter/Dick,

unanimous.

2) A motion was made to transfer filed (except cooperator files) to the

SCC office: Walter/Dick: unanimous.

3) Linda and Ramona will meet on February 22 to begin transfer.

B.	District Manager

It was decided that the District is not ready to hire a District Manager.



C) Office

The office will remain open for the month of March.

D) Other

1.  NRCS has CCPI funding available for partners who bring

successful applicants to them. A percentage of the funds allocated

are paid to the partner. Directors will be informed if a meeting with

details can be scheduled.

2.  NACD is asking districts to pay dues in whatever amount they can

afford. They will use these dues to establish their budget. NACD is

able to conduct workshops for Boards and staff.

3.  A motion was made to keep Linda on payroll as needed until the

March Board meeting: Walter/Dick: unanimous.

4.  A motion was made to thank Linda for ERICD's Annual Report

which was distributed at this meeting: Walter/Ron, unanimous.

5.  The District needs publicity. Linda will attempt to get an article

published.

Meeting was adjourned at 9:40.


